 Sternberg Search 1

Lab Assignment #1: Sternberg Search Task
· You should type your homework (no handwritten assignments would be accepted)

· You should follow other instructions spelled out in the syllabus

· You may find it useful to refer to the lecture in answering the questions.

1) Describe the task. Make sure to mention what you had to do in the task and  the sequence of events in a typical trial (that is, what appears first, what appears next, etc., and for how long). (You can find this info in the CogLab instruction for Sternberg task, and you should be able to describe it also by simply doing the task. Either way, please make sure to use your own words.
Task: I had to ________________________________

Sequence of Events in a typical trial: 

First _____________

Then __________

Then ________


Fill in as needed ____________
2) The dependent variable is what you measure (two common examples of dependent variables are accuracy and response time). What is the primary dependent variable in this task? 

Background information: 

The independent variable (or variables) is the variable that is systematically manipulated in the experiment. For example, in a study testing whether women are better than men at mental rotation, gender would be the independent variable. Gender is a between-subjects variable because a subject can be a male or female, but not both. Gender is a variable with two levels: ‘male’, and ‘female’. 
Other variables are within-subject, meaning that every subject participate in each of the levels of the variable. For example, if all subjects see some trials in which the object is displayed ‘vertically’ (0 degrees), some trials in which the object is rotated at 45degrees, and some in which the object is rotated at 90degrees, we would say that rotation is a within-subject variable with three levels (0, 45, 90). 

3)  Given the background information just provided, name the independent variable/s (I.V.)
 and for each one circle whether it is a between-subjects (bs) variable or a within-subject (ws) variable. Also, for each independent variable, name its levels. ()
I.V. _____________      bs / ws
Levels: _____  _____  _____ (add as needed)

I.V. _______________   bs / ws
Levels: _____  _____  _____ (add as needed)

4) Plot the data (or you can cut and paste from your CogLab)

� don’t agonize about this, as long as you put something in the ballpark you’ll be ok for now






