Attention lab 1

Lab Assignment on Attention: Spatial Cueing and Attentional blink 

Required reading: For this assignment, you should first read: 

· Reisberg’s chapter on attention (ch. 4)

· The instructions for the experiments in CogLab  
Spatial Cueing Task

1. Which is the design of the task (i.e., name the independent variable/s, the dependent variable/s) 

2. Report your data.    

You don’t have to write an answer to any of the other questions. We will discuss them in lab
3. Imagine that we repeat the spatial cueing task, but we now also include trials in which the target is displayed without any warning, so that now you have

a. Trials in which the cue correctly predicts the location of the target (valid trials)
b. Trials in which the cue is misleading (invalid trials)
c. Trials in which the cue provides no spatial information (neutral trials)
d. Trials in which there is no cue preceding the target (no cue trials)  
          Rank these four types of trials according to reaction time. Do you expect a difference in reaction time between ‘neutral’ trials and ‘no cue’ trials?  
Attentional Blink Experiment

4. We will discuss this question in lab (you don’t have to write an answer). Which is the design of the task (i.e., name the independent variable/s, the dependent variable/s) 
5. We will discuss this question in lab (you don’t have to write an answer).Plot your data.   

