Fall 2004, PSY 4500- Cognitive Psychology

Second half of the course
Instructions: 

Hopefully, these questions will be helpful as a guide to the course, and will give you a sense of what is most important. On occasion, some of these questions will appear in the exam. Most often, the exam questions will be a variation of these questions, but not an exact replica. I might also ask a few things not covered in this list of questions. This list should be complemented with the homework questions you completed for the labs.


To help you further, I’ve marked where you can find the answers to many of these questions. When the question is drawn mostly from the lecture, you will notice a (L) at the end of it. When the question was not discussed in lecture but is covered in Reisberg’s book, there will be a (R).  If nothing is marked, the question is covered in more than one source.  


In class, I have often asked for your intuition. In exams, you should be able to provide examples from the scientific literature reviewed in class and in the book. As a rule of thumb, refrain from arguing based on your own intuition unless you are explicitly asked to.

Encoding into Long term memory

1 Contrast maintenance rehearsal and elaborative rehearsal.  

2 Explain the role of depth of processing and the intent to learn, for memory encoding

3 Describe Craik & Watkins (1973) experiment on the role of maintenance rehearsal for long-term retention. Make sure to describe the instructions these researchers gave the subjects to insure that they will do maintenance rehearsal, and the basic findings. (hint: remember last word that start with letter ‘b’).

4 Attention to meaning promotes recall at a later time. Is this effect due to improved retrieval? Is it due to a reduction in the amount of information that needs to be encoded? Is it due to a better organization of the to-be-remembered material? All of the above? (R.)
5 When are mnemonics a good strategy for learning new material? When are they a bad choice? Justify (R.)
6 What is ‘clustering’ in free recall? (R.) What does clustering reveal about the way people memorize new information?

7 Do we remember better things that we understand better? (yes/no). Relate to the concept of ‘schema’
8 Explain the roles of ‘distinctiveness’ and ‘organization’ in learning new material. Describe an experiment that tested the contribution of ‘distinctiveness’ and ‘organization’. It would be a good idea to define what is meant by ‘distinctiveness’ and ‘organization’).  (L)
9 Name some factors that enhance long-term memory

Long term memory

10 What is the difference between explicit and implicit memory?  Give one example of how each form of memory can be demonstrated
11 What is the difference between Procedural and Declarative knowledge?  What are the two types of Declarative knowledge?  Give one example of each type of declarative knowledge, and one example of procedural knowledge.
12 Describe one of the mnemonics presented in the book. 
13 Describe memory deficits of a patient with bilateral temporal lobe lesion (e.g., H.M.). Describe one memory task that such patients would fail, and one memory task that they would be relatively unimpaired. 
14  Describe the word stem completion task, and what it aims to test. 
15  What is a schema? Provide an example other than the ones offered in class and in the book 
Memory Errors

16. Describe two procedures used in studies revealing the existence of false memories (hint: Roediger' study; Loftus' car accident study). Describe what those studies reveal about memory.
17. Why does forgetting take place? Name three possible reasons   

